The involvement of the transcription factor Yin Yang 1 in cancer development and progression.
The Yin Yang 1 (YY1) transcription factor has a pivotal role in normal biological processes such as development, differentiation, replication and cell proliferation exerting its effects on a huge number of genes involved in these processes. Mechanisms of YY1 action are related to its ability to initiate, activate, or repress transcription depending upon the context in which it binds. The role of YY1 played in cancer has been recently explored. This article summarizes the most relevant studies focused on YY1 regulation and dwells on the way how its overexpression may affect the clinical behavior of several cancer types. Furthermore, the contribution of the upregulation of YY1 exerted in response to therapeutic-induced apoptosis is discussed.